Name _____________________________________	Period _________

Standards FOCUS: Theme Chapter Six
Theme is the central idea in a work of literature. The theme of a piece of literature should not be confused with the subject of the work, but rather, it is a general statement about life or human nature. Most themes are not completely obvious and must be inferred by the reader. The reader must take a good look at the characters, plot, setting, mood, even the title, and how they work together, to understand and recognize the reasons the author wrote this particular piece of literature.
Directions: Reflect on the elements of the novel given above to answer the following questions in complete sentences. If you need more room, use a separate piece of paper to continue your response.
l . How does this story remind you of any other novels, short stories or poems you have read?





[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Now that you have read and analyzed the poem "To a Mouse," how do you think this poem relates to the novel? Do you think the title of the novel is appropriate? Why or why not? [image: ]
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2. What was your first reaction to George shooting Lennie? Were his actions appropriate? Was it necessary? Site two examples of alternate decisions George could have made. 





3. From what you have read in this novel, what do you think Steinbeck is trying to say about the nature of human beings? Think about the concepts of friendship, belonging, trust, dreams, loneliness, mental impairment, and discrimination.
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